THE ALISTER SPENCE TRIO

‘This is the sound of the hammer striking the nail right on the head, sweetly, every time’ Australian Financial Review
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MERCURY nominated for Best Australian Jazz Album (ARIA Awards) 2007

FLUX nominated for Best Australian Jazz Album (ARIA Awards) 2004
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THE ALISTER SPENCE TRIO
DISTINCTIVE AND DYNAMIC

Alister Spence- piano , samples

Lloyd Swanton- double bass

Toby Hall- drums, glockenspiel
It would be no exaggeration to describe this band as one of the most captivating groups in today’s contemporary music.

Formed in Sydney more than ten years ago this trio brings together three of the most exciting, innovative and experienced musicians in Australia with a rapidly growing reputation overseas.

The group has long been recognised for its engaging, strong compositions and for the energy and interplay that they have together.

‘The cutting edge of Australia defined’ Sydney Morning Herald

They have released four CDs on the Rufus Records label, distributed in Australia by Universal Music.

The most recent CD/DVD fit has been voted by the WIRE Magazine UK as one of the top 15 jazz/improv releases worldwide for 2009, and described by the Sydney Morning Herald as ‘A massive breakthrough’.
Mercury, the 3rd  release was nominated for Best Australian Jazz Album (ARIA Awards) in 2007.

It has also received great reviews overseas:

‘Just when you think you’ll never like another piano trio record, along comes something delightful like this’ Cadence Magazine (NY). 

 ‘An excellent example of the high standard of jazz now emerging from Australia’ 4 out of 5 stars, Jazzwise Magazine (UK).

‘As I listen my body is swallowed up by the rich sense of space, mimicking Australia’s great land, and this fresh energy is carried to me like a sweet breeze.’ JazzTokyo.com

…and at home

‘Guaranteed to draw you into their captivating musical worlds.’ Sydney Morning Herald.

The band's two other releases are Flux, also nominated for Best Australian Jazz Album in 2004  (‘Sydney-based pianist Alister Spence plays like a dream’ Financial Review), and Three is a Circle, released in Australia in 2000 and also in Japan (2003) on the Earth Spirit label.

‘It would be no exaggeration to say that Spence is fully rivaling the pianists that have brought about the present boom in piano trio music’ 

Swing Journal, Tokyo.
In 2006 the trio launched their first outstandingly successful tour of clubs and festivals in the UK and Canada, playing at the Salisbury Festival and supporting Courtney Pine at the Cadogan Hall, London. 

The tour culminated in performances at seven international jazz festivals in Canada including the TD Canada Trust Vancouver International Jazz Festival, and finishing with a performance to a hugely enthusiastic audience of 5000 or more at the International Festival de Jazz de Montreal.

In 2008 The Alister Spence Trio toured in Japan, performing at the prestigious Tokyo Jazz Festival 2008. Also playing and recording with Tzadik recording artist, Satoko Fujii, Natsuki Tamura and Jim O’Rourke (experimental guitarist and ex Sonic Youth). 

In 2009 Alister toured in Europe performing the trio’s music with great musicians including Joe Williamson (Tobias Delius, John Zorn) and Tony Buck (the Necks).

'Compelling....and harmonically inviting' Edmonton Journal, CAN.

'The trio's experience together is reflected in a fluency and understanding that allows them generally to change pace and develop pieces with apparent ease....Dynamic music full of incident and building an exciting momentum.' The Glasgow Herald, UK.

'Spence has that priceless gift of always leaving you wanting more...He is never less than absorbing.' Jazzwise Magazine, UK.

www.alisterspence.com


info@alisterspence.com
www.myspace.com/alisterspencetrio
TRIO BIOGRAPHIES

ALISTER SPENCE 

Alister is one of the most outstanding pianists and composers in contemporary jazz in Australia. In recent years he has devoted his energy to writing and performing with his trio, The Alister Spence Trio.  

 He is a member of Wanderlust and The Australian Art Orchestra (AAO). Alister was also co-leader/composer in the internationally acclaimed group Clarion Fracture Zone for 15 years from 1990 -2005. Alister’s playing is featured on more than 30 CDs, many of which have either won or been nominated for ARIA Awards.

Over the years he has played with many of the finest musicians in Australia including Bernie McGann, Sandy Evans, Don Burrows, Dale Barlow, Peter O’Mara, Tony Buck, Phillip Slater, Paul Capsis, Archie Roach and Ed Kuepper and the Laughing Clowns. 

Alister has also performed with overseas artists including Mark Helias (US), Andy Sheppard (UK), Satoko Fujii (Japan), Jim O’Rourke (Japan).

Alister has toured regularly in Europe and Asia with the Alister Spence Trio, Clarion Fracture Zone, Wanderlust and AAO, and has recorded radio broadcasts for ABC, BBC, and WDR (Germany). 

His talents as a composer are well-known in Australia. 

As well as his own trio and Clarion Fracture Zone, Alister composes for Wanderlust and has been commissioned several times to write  for The Australian Art Orchestra and Ten Part Invention. 

His work is featured on Passion (The Australian Art Orchestra-ABC Classics), and all of his own trio CDs, and Wanderlust and Clarion Fracture Zones CDs.

Several compositions are featured on Bernie McGann’s 2001 Aria winning CD Bundeena.
In more recent times Alister has composed music for film, collaborating often with film director Ivan Sen. Together they wrote and recorded the soundtrack to Ivan’s first feature film, Beneath Clouds, which was first screened in June 2002. The score for ‘Beneath Clouds’ was nominated for the Best Score at The Film Critics Awards, and the Australian Film Industry Awards 2002.

He has also written soundtracks for other directors, such as Tom Zubrycki, Allan Collins and Tom Murray e.g: Dhakiyarr Versus the King, Molly and Mobarek, Spirit Stones.

Alister is a graduate of the Jazz Studies course at the NSW Conservatorium and has studied both in Australia and in New York.
 LLOYD SWANTON 

Bassist, composer, producer, bandleader and radio presenter, Swanton is one of the most respected and in-demand musicians in the country. Best known as co-leader of trance jazz improvising legends The Necks, and leader of his own band, The catholics, he has also performed with many of the cornerstones of Australian music: Clarion Fracture Zone, the Bernie McGann Trio, Vince Jones, the Dynamic Hepnotics, Tim Finn, The Benders, Stephen Cummings, Wendy Matthews, Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Alister Spence Trio, Gyan and Michael Leunig, Paul Capsis, Phil Slater Quartet, and The Mighty Reapers, to name a few.

Lloyd appears on over eighty five albums, has produced four ARIA Award winners with Bernie McGann and two with The Necks, and has played on many others. He is a three-time winner of Best Bassist in the Australian Jazz and Blues Awards, and with The catholics, has won the Mo Award for Best Jazz Group. His score (with The Necks) to the highly acclaimed feature film The Boys was nominated for an Australian Film Institute Award, as well as an ARIA Award for the soundtrack album.

Lloyd Swanton's score to the short film The Beat Manifesto was a multiple award winner. Most recently, he and Chris Abrahams composed the music for the very popular ABC-TV documentary series, A Case for the Coroner.

Over eighty of his compositions appear on albums by some of Australia's most respected names. Swanton has toured extensively overseas, throughout much of Europe, Canada, the USA, Mexico, India, Cuba, New Zealand, Taiwan, Korea, Russia, Indonesia and Thailand.

He is in great demand as an accompanist in Australia for visiting international artists, including Nat Adderly, Dewey Redman, Jimmy Witherspoon, Barney Kessel, Clifford Jordan, Sting, Margie Evans, Andrew Hill, Sheila Jordan, Darrell Grant, Gary Bartz, Jim Black, Phillip Johnston and Tobias Delius. Lloyd also teaches, and has given masterclasses at institutions throughout Australia.

 In his spare time, Lloyd is an avid follower of the game of Australian Football, and a keen collector of Australian Aboriginal art, ice crushers, modernist ceramics, and books on Fellini. He is also gathering historical information on the horrific WWII Japanese prisoner-of-war camp in Ambon, where his uncle Stuart died, and on his distant relative Theodore Deck, a leading name in 19th Century French ceramics.
TOBY HALL
Since 1990, drummer Toby Hall has been highly regarded in the contemporary jazz field in Australia.  He is a member of Clarion Fracture Zone, Mike Nock’s trio ,'The catholics', The Umbrellas and Alison's Wonderland; and has performed with many of Australia's finest jazz musicians including Bernie McGann, Paul Grabowsky, Don Burrows, Dale Barlow, Roger Frampton. He has also recorded with many of the above mentioned artists. In Australia he has performed with visiting international artists Chuck Findley, Louis Bellson and Doug Cameron. Toby has toured internationally with The Alister Spence Trio, Clarion Fracture Zone, The Umbrellas, The catholics, Don Burrows and Mike Nock.  Toby is a graduate of the NSW Conservatorium.

 



SELECTED DISCOGRAPHY

           Alister Spence Trio- fit – Rufus Records voted WIRE magazine UK top 15 jazz/improv releases worldwide for 2009
Alister Spence Trio - Mercury - Rufus Records Nominated for ARIA Award 2007, Best Australian Jazz Album 


4 out of 5 stars in Jazzwise Magazine UK 2007

Alister Spence Trio - Flux - Rufus Records Nominated for ARIA 2004,   Best Australian Jazz Album


Alister Spence Trio – Three is a Circle - Rufus Records


Clarion Fracture Zone - Blue Shift  Winner 1990 ARIA Award for Best Australian Jazz Album

Rufus Records; VeraBra Records, Germany


Clarion Fracture Zone - Zones on Parade - Rufus Records 5 Stars                             
Downbeat Magazine, USA


Clarion Fracture Zone - What This Love Can Do - Rufus Records


Clarion Fracture Zone - Less Stable Elements - Rufus Records 


Nominated for ARIA 1997, Best Jazz Album


Clarion Fracture Zone- Canticle- Rufus Records


Wanderlust - Wanderlust  Winner 1993 ARIA Award for Best  Australian Jazz Album

Rufus Records; EMI Europe


Wanderlust - Border Crossings - Rufus Records; Laika Records Europe


Wanderlust – Song and Dance – Rufus Records 


Wanderlust- The Full Bronte – Miro Records

Australian Art Orchestra – Into the Fire - ABC Records


Australian Art Orchestra – Passion- ABC Records


Andrew Robson - On  -  ABC Records Nominated for ARIA 2003, Best Australian Jazz Album

           Squall - Squall- Rufus Records


Carl Orr - Seeking Spirit - RooArt Records


Jeremy Sawkins -Toys - Rufus Records


Alison's Wonderland - Once Upon a Timelessness - New Market Music


Craig Walter's - First Light - Rufus Records


Mark Taylor – Shakedown – Rufus Records

ALISTER SPENCE TRIO

 SELECTED PRESS QUOTES

'Spence has that priceless gift of always leaving you wanting more...He is never less than absorbing.' Jazzwise Magazine, UK
'Compelling....and harmonically inviting' Edmonton Journal, CAN 

‘As I listen my body is swallowed up by the rich sense of space, mimicking Australia’s great land, and this fresh energy is carried to me like a sweet breeze.’

Jazz Tokyo, Japan

‘Ingenious themes prove fertile sources of improvisation…Spence is certainly a talent deserving wider recognition’ The Wire, UK
'The trio's experience together is reflected in a fluency and understanding that allows them generally to change pace and develop pieces with apparent ease....Dynamic music full of incident and building an exciting momentum.'

 The Glasgow Herald, UK 

'Soothing atmospherics, flying swing, meaty grooves, free improvising and tranquil pools of lyricism all come and go, beautifully played and sensationally recorded.

The transformations are always guaranteed to draw you into their captivating musical worlds.’  Review of Mercury, Sydney Morning Herald

‘Expressing a style based on mainstream and integrating free form and new sensations that remind us of Paul Bley, it would be no exaggeration to say that Spence’s intellectual taste, and the fact that he doesn’t get caught up in ritual or tradition, highlights an outstanding personality, and that indeed he is fully rivalling the pianists who have brought about the present boom in piano trio music’.  

Swing Journal, Japan

‘Beautiful. Spence’s piano vocabulary is very distinctive, his playing very fine, with rhythmic excitement and melodic beauty entwined’

 Sydney Morning Herald
‘This is the sound of the hammer striking the nail right on the head, sweetly, every time’

Australian Financial Review 

‘This is jazz at its most violently inventive and sublimely addictive. Give us more.’

 Drum Media, Sydney

‘Rocks likes Jerry Lee Lewis running into Thelonious Monk at full speed’
 Capital Magazine, AU

‘The Alister Spence Trio provide a formidable musical experience...one of the most illuminating, moving musical entities I've ever encountered... the three members play so that the melody is always the prime component, never rushing into the music, always allowing the songs space to breathe.’  




Drum Media, Sydney

‘His piano glistened with personality, vitality and invention’ 

Sydney Morning Herald

‘ When I hear a brilliant jazz piano at stretch I think of a sunny morning outside Kyoto…That’s where this very special Trio takes me, and they ought to be heard outside the jazz world’ 

Sydney Morning Herald
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